
Guide for Golf Courses Using  
Class 9 Pesticides in Ontario:  
Tips for Successful Public Meetings 
 

New requirements for golf courses in 2012 
Golf courses are excepted from Ontario’s cosmetic pesticides ban if they comply 
with the conditions in Ontario Regulation 63/09. Starting in 2012, the golf course 
owner, operator or his/her representative must hold a public meeting before 
December 1st in each calendar year to present the previous year’s annual report. 
For example, in 2012, the 2011 annual report would be presented.  
 

The intent of the public meeting is to present the information in the previous year's 
annual report to interested parties. Please note, two sequential annual reports 
cannot be presented at one meeting. Ontario Regulation 63/09 requires that each 
year the previous year’s annual report must be presented.  
  

The public meeting gives the public the opportunity to get the context and practical 
meaning to an otherwise technical report on the types and amounts of Class 9 
pesticides being used and why they are necessary.  
 

Tips for a successful public meeting 
 Indicate the purpose for the meeting: Presenting the annual report at a public 

meeting is a regulatory requirement, and one of many conditions golf courses 
must meet in order to be excepted from the cosmetic pesticides ban.   
 Use visual aids such as slides, overheads, or handouts to clarify the 

information being presented. 
 Introduce the speaker(s), and outline the meeting agenda including when 

questions will be addressed so that people know how the meeting will proceed. 
 Anticipate what questions may arise and how you would answer them.  You 

may choose to answer questions that are not directly related to the annual 
report such as the Integrated Pest Management Accreditation program and 
regulatory requirements.  The following websites may be useful to refer the 
public for further information:   
 www.ipmcouncilcanada.org - IPM Council of Canada’s website for information 

on the Golf Course IPM Accreditation Program  
 www.ontario.ca/pesticideban - Ministry of the Environment website for 

information on the requirements of the golf course exception. 

 

http://www.ipmcouncilcanada.org/
http://www.ontario.ca/pesticideban
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 Keep notes on questions about the annual report. This information may be 
useful in improving or clarifying information for future annual reports and/or 
public meetings. 
 Other than requiring that a public meeting be held before December 1 each 

year, there is no other regulatory requirement which stipulates when and at 
what time the public meeting must be held.  A good general rule is to schedule 
meetings at a time and on a day most people can attend such as on a 
weeknight evening - avoid scheduling meetings during weekdays and on 
holidays.  
 It is up to the golf owner/operator to choose a location for the public meeting.  

If the meeting is not held at the golf course, it is a good practice to hold the 
meeting at a location/venue which is in close proximity to the golf course to 
accommodate abutting or nearby property owners that may want to attend. 

 

Hosting the public meeting 
Anyone can act as a representative of the golf course owner/operator.  It is up to 
the owner/operator to decide who will present the annual report. For example, it 
could be the owner/operator, golf course integrated pest management agent, 
superintendent or other golf course staff, or a hired consultant.   
 

If a consultant is presenting the annual report, the owner/operator should ensure 
that the representative is sufficiently knowledgeable to provide the information on 
behalf of the golf course. The golf course owner/operator and other staff may wish 
to attend the public meeting to support the presenter and to answer questions.  
 

Multiple golf courses may host one public meeting 
Multiple golf courses may collectively present their annual reports at one meeting 
venue. Golf courses should choose a meeting location which would be easily 
accessible to all affected property owners of each golf course (i.e. is not a long 
distance away from any of the golf courses).   
 

The notice should include the required information for each golf course and 
provide the times each golf course is presenting its annual report. Also, notice 
must be given to abutting or nearby property owners of each golf course by the 
owner or operator of the golf course. An owner or operator or a representative of 
the owner or operator for each golf course must attend the presentation of the 
annual report at the meeting.    
 

 
 


